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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A network system comprising: 

a terminal which makes access to a network; 
a server which, when an access request is made by 
5 a terminal, authenticates the requesting terminal; and 

a processing device which receives an 
authentication request from a terminal, identifies 
a server which authenticates the terminal based on 
information received from the terminal at the time of 
10 reception of the request, and connects the requesting 

terminal to the identified server. 

2. The network system according to claim 1, 
wherein the server exists for each domain and the 
terminal exists without being set to the domains. 

15 3. The network system according to claim 1, 

wherein the processing device, upon receipt of the 
request from the terminal, identifies a domain to which 
the requesting terminal belongs and, when the 
requesting terminal belongs to the domain to which it 

20 belongs, performs the process of identifying a server 

and the process of connecting the requesting terminal 
to the identified server. 

4. The network system according to claim 1, 
wherein the processing device and the terminal are 

25 connected via a wireless LAN. 

5. An information processing device comprising: 
a receiving unit configured to receive a request 



* \ 



- 15 - 

for authentication from a terminal which makes access 
to a network; 

an identifying unit configured to identify a 
device which verifies the eligibility of the requesting 
5 terminal to make access to the network based on the 

received authentication request; and 

a connecting unit configured to connect the 
requesting terminal to the identified device. 

6. The information processing device according to 
10 claim 5, wherein the identifying unit obtains the 

identification name of the requesting terminal from 
information received from the terminal when the 
authentication request is received, recognizes a domain 
to which the requesting terminal belongs through a 
15 matching operation on the identification name, and 

identifies the device which verifies the eligibility of 
the requesting terminal to make access to the network 
based on the result of the recognition. 

7. A repeater for use in a network system having 
20 servers each of which authenticates a terminal upon 

receipt of an access request therefrom, comprising: 
an identifying unit configured to identify a 

server which is to authenticate a requesting terminal, 

upon reception of a request for authentication from the 
25 terminal; and 

a connecting unit configured to connect the 

requesting terminal to the identified server. 
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8. The repeater according to claim 7, wherein the 
identifying unit has a table which manages a plurality 
of network connectable domains and servers each of 
which is placed in one of the domains in a mapped form 
and identifies a server which is to authenticate the 
requesting terminal based on information from the 
terminal at the time of reception of the request and 
the table. 

9. The repeater according to claim 7, wherein the 
repeater performs the authentication procedure with the 
requesting terminal according to the definitions 
specified in the IEEE 802. lx. 

10. The repeater according to claim 7, wherein the 
repeater performs the authentication procedure with the 
requesting terminal according to the EAP authentication 
protocol . 

11. A network system comprising: 

one supplicant which needs authentication when 
making access to a network; 

authentication server which perform 
authentication; and 

an authenticator which, in response to receipt of 
a request for authentication from a supplicant, 
identifies an authentication server which is to 
authenticate the requesting supplicant and connects the 

requesting supplicant to the identified authentication 
server . 
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12. The network system according to claim 11, 
wherein the authenticator has a table which manages a 
plurality of network connectable domains and 
authentication servers each of which is placed in one 

5 of the domains and identifies a server which is to 

authenticate the requesting terminal by obtaining 
identification information of the requesting terminal 
at the time of reception of the request and performing 
pattern matching between the domain set in the table 
10 and the identification information. 

13. The network system according to claim 11, 
wherein the authenticator performs the authentication 
procedure with the requesting supplicant according to 
the definitions specified in the IEEE 802. lx. 

15 14. The network system according to claim 11, 

wherein the authenticator performs the authentication 
procedure with the requesting supplicant according to 
the EAP authentication protocol. 

15. A method of building a network system having a 

20 terminal each of which make access to a network, a 

repeater which allows a terminal to make access to the 
network according to an access request from it, and one 
server, when an access request is made by a terminal, 
authenticates the requesting terminal, 

25 the allowing the terminal to make access includes 

receiving an authentication request from a terminal, 
identifying a server which is to authenticate that 



terminal based on information received from the 
terminal, and connecting the requesting terminal to the 
identified server . 

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein the 
identifying the server identifies a server which is to 
authenticate the requesting terminal based on a table 
which manages a plurality of network connectable 
domains and servers each of which is placed in a 
respective one of the domains in a mapped form and 
identification information obtained from the terminal 
at the time of receipt of the request. 



